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Requirements for Horse Racing Tracks 

In addition to the Healthy at Work Minimum Requirements, horse racing tracks 
must meet the requirements below in order to reopen and remain open: 

 
Social Distancing Requirements 

� Racetracks may permit only authorized employees, Kentucky Horse Racing Commission 
license holders who have a horse stabled at a racetrack, and those providing support for 
a horse stabled at a racetrack at the racetrack. This includes, but is not limited to, 
racetrack employees, trainers, assistant trainers, exercise riders, grooms, hot walkers, 
jockeys, veterinarians, farriers, and feed vendors. 

 
� Racetracks must prohibit fans. 

 
� Racetracks must ensure that employees and those providing support for a horse stabled 

at the racetrack may not bring guests, including family members. 
 

� Racetracks must ensure, to the greatest extent practicable, that persons supporting a 
horse stabled at a racetrack remain in their assigned barns, dormitories, or tack houses, 
except when going to and from the track, laundry facilities, bathroom and bathing 
facilities, and kitchens or dining facilities for the purpose of food carry-out or pick-up. 

 
� Racetracks must, to the greatest extent practicable, stagger normal procedures (e.g., 

horse shipping/arrival, employee gate entry, weighing in/out, showering) to ensure that 
employees do not congregate. Racetracks should ensure that employees and other 
persons present abide by appropriate social distancing requirements. 

 
� Racetrack saunas and steam rooms and workout rooms will remain closed. 

 
� Racetrack must ensure racetrack kitchens or other food facilities on the premises provide 

food via-carry out or curbside pick-up. 
 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) Requirements 
 
� Ensure appropriate face coverings and other personal protective equipment (PPE) are 

used by employees whenever social distancing of less than six feet may be 
compromised so long as such use does not jeopardize the employees’ health or safety; 
and 

 
� Ensure their employees wear face coverings for any interactions between visitors and 

co- workers or while in common travel areas of the business (e.g., aisles, hallways, 
stock rooms, breakrooms, bathrooms, entries and exits); and 

 
� Pursuant to Executive Order 2020-586 and 902 KAR 2010E, which are attached to this 

document, all horse racing tracks must ensure that all customers, vendors, contractors, 
and any other member of the public who enters the premises wear a face covering so 

https://govstatus.egov.com/ky-healthy-at-work#MinimumRequirements


long as they are not subject to any of the exemptions listed in the Executive Order. 
 
If any person attempts to enter the facility without a face covering, the horse racing 
track must inform them of the requirement to wear a face covering.  If the individual 
refuses and is not subject to any of the exemptions listed in the Executive Order, the 
individual must not be permitted entry onto the premises.   
 
If an individual who was previously wearing a face covering removes it while on the 
premises and not subject to any of the exemptions listed in the Executive Order, the 
horse racing track must ask them to put it back on.  If the individual refuses to do so, the 
track must not provide them service and must ask them to leave. 
 
Horse racing tracks who fail to follow these requirements of the Executive Order will be 
subject to a fine and may also be subject to an order from a local health department or 
the Labor Cabinet requiring immediate closure.   

 
Cleaning and Disinfecting Requirements 

 

� Racetracks shall ensure, to the greatest extent practicable, that racing, grooming, and training 
equipment (e.g. lead shanks, grooming tools, mucking equipment, tack) is not shared. Racetracks 
shall further ensure that shared and other high-touch equipment and surfaces be appropriately 
disinfected between uses. 

 
Training and Safety Requirements 

 
□ Place conspicuous signage at entrances and throughout the facility or space alerting 

staff and patrons or attendees to the required occupancy limits, six feet of physical 
distance, and face covering requirements. Signage should inform employees, 
volunteers, and attendees about good hygiene and new practices. 

 
□ Implement hours, to the greatest extent practicable, where service can be safely 

provided to constituents at higher risk for severe illness per CDC guidelines. 
 
□ Inform employees, volunteers, and attendees in groups particularly vulnerable to 

COVID- 19 (individuals with conditions identified by the CDC as higher risk or those over 
65 years old) that public health experts recommend that you continue to avoid any in-
person gatherings and remain Healthy At Home. 

 
□ Ensure employees are informed that they may identify and communicate potential 

improvements and/or concerns without threat of retribution in order to reduce 
potential risk of exposure at the workplace. 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html%23Higher-Risk
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